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            OI.  Those three letters mean “Return On          

            Investment” to people in financial sectors. 

 What does ROI mean to Athletic Therapists as 

(mostly) regulated health care professionals?  I say 

“mostly” regulated because over 50% of our 

certified members registered with the CKO and 

another almost 10% are registered with other 

RHPA Colleges including Massage Therapy, 

Physiotherapy and Chiropractic. 

First, it means a commitment to continuing 

education. 

Second, it means a willingness to advance our 

scope of practice through acquisition of new 

knowledge and techniques. 

Lastly, it means maintaining our  on-field point of 

injury practice edge by updating First Responder 

and CPR for health care professionals “ProCPR” 

certifications. 

Investing in ourselves as health care professionals 

is a tax-deductible expense, but again, most 

importantly it keeps us at the leading edge of 

rehabilitation medicine.  That “relevance” to clients 

is critical.   

This is why the OATA is steadfast in wanting to 

accomplish two things for the membership.  One is 

developing professional development programs 

that impact practice while expanding AT skills.  The 

second is to establish a best practices group within 

the membership starting by tapping into clinic 

owners. 

R
As Canada's 9 million "Baby 
Boomers" advance, joint pain 
management, efforts to help stay 
mobile and active, plus joint injury 
and replacement have become top 
health challenges. 

Chair's 
Message

BIONIC BABY BOOMERS

PRACTICE INVESTMENTS
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To this end, we are pleased to 

announce the plans underway 

for a great series of learning 

symposia, starting with a Hip 

Summit at the April 2018 

conference/AGM to be followed 

with a Summit on both the knee 

and the ankle.  The new surgical 

techniques and breakthroughs 

have dramatic impact on patient 

recovery, but also on best 

practices for rehab.   

The Hip Summit promotional 

brochure has been released this 

month (November) to be 

available for early bird pricing 

and to be seen by members as 

they check in to the OATA 

website to renew registration 

between November 1 and 

December 31.   

The Hip Summit captures the 

effort to bring in a leading 

orthopedic surgeon and others 

on the multi-disciplinary team 

dealing with the pre and post- 

surgical rehab. 

There will be six  speakers/ 

presenters at the April 14 Hip 

Summit including a keynote by 

renowned hip surgeon Dr. 

Olufemi Ayeni and presentations 

by  a physiotherapist, a 

chiropractor and R.Kin. ATs, as 

well as an AT/Osteopathic 

manual practitioner.  There will 

also be video of the new hip 

surgical procedure. 

The speakers include Mike 

Recine, Darryl Yardley, Joe 

Rotella, James Gardiner and 

Andrew Robb. 

The multi-disciplinary team 

approach to the new hip surgery 

to be discussed by Dr. Ayeni and 

shared by a video of the 

procedure will provide 

significant learnings. 

There is information about the 

April 2018 program in this issue 

of REACH as well as on the 

OATA website.  

You’ll also find a summary of the 

October 22 “Taking Care of AT 

Business” workshop that had 

close to 55 OATA members out 

on a Sunday gaining insights into 

government-funded programs 

available to ATs registered with 

the CKO, funded programs 

through LHINs and seniors’ 

facilities and insights into 

business fundamentals to help 

with tax, insurance and reaching 

new client targets such as 

teachers and firefighters.  Many 

of the workshop delegates were 

clinic owners. 

The Association understands 

there are costs associated with 

being a health care professional, 

but the rewards increase 

relevant to the investments 

made in learning about new 

markets, new techniques and 

new practice models. 

Hope we see you at the Hip 

Summit and future workshops 

and courses.

"OATA is planning to focus its professional development on a series of 
joint injury, revision, replacement, and rehabilitation symposia, starting 

with the hip and followed by the knee and ankle. Almost 115,000 
Canadians annually have hip or knee replacement surgery. 

Hip replacements have increased 20% and both hip and knee surgery are 
priority procedures for waiting list reductions."

Yours in practice advancement, 

C. Gus Kandilas 
Chair 

5R E A C H
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 Drew Laskoski

President's 
Message
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Many of the promises made at the June 2017 OATA 

Town Hall session held at the CATA Conference at 

Niagara Falls were kept at the late October “Taking 

Care of AT Business” workshop, organized by the 

OATA, held at Stong College at the York University 

campus. This event moved the needle forward on 

many of the priority areas. 

The almost 55 ATs who attended gave the workshop 

high satisfaction comments, but for the many 

members who did not attend, I want to be sure there 

is a reporting on the purpose and content delivery 

from the PD event. 

The workshop covered online practice opportunities 

including online marketing, e-payments and search 

engine optimization (SEO) tools and platforms. 

FH Match is offering real member benefits with a 

range of entry points for free to minimal monthly 

charges to any AT or AT clinic to be part of its online 

health care practice platform that already includes 

chiropractors, physiotherapists, osteopaths, RMTs 

and physicians plus naturopaths, fitness coaches and 

others.   

FHMatch can prepare a home page, engage you in 

metaword and social media integration, deliver online 

appointment scheduling and numerous advantages to 

launching an e-commerce option for your practice.   

Chase Paymentech presented at the workshop the 

latest in e-payment processing from a mobile phone 

to any tablet or computer. The benefits of instant      

 e-receipts and financial records are remarkable.  

GETTING DOWN TO 
HEALTH CARE BUSINESS

W                    e are fast approaching the 30-day                          

                   countdown to Christmas Eve and the holiday 

season.  For those who celebrate Hanukkah, there are 

even fewer days to end-of-year planning and 

commitments. It’s time to look back on 2017 and to 

look forward to the coming year and what it means for 

the AT profession and AT best practices. 
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The expert team from BDO that 

presented the pros and cons of 

incorporation and most 

importantly the tax issues 

related to health care practices. 

 The attendees said they want a 

full day on the tax side of AT 

practice and this is being 

organized for February 2018 

with lots of time before personal 

income tax filings are due. 

Multi-million dollar programs 

available to CKO-registered ATs 

were explained by the people 

who run those programs for the 

LHINs and the WSIB. The round 

table breakout on tapping into 

the elementary teachers market 

as a result of obtaining insurance 

coverage for ATs resulted in 

requests for the OATA to 

provide assistance with pitch 

documents as well as contacts 

for elementary schools 

throughout Ontario.  There are 

over 80,000 elementary 

teachers who can now be your 

clients with $1,000 per year 

coverage. 

The workshop also delivered a 

true OATA member benefit 

opportunity in the form of sole 

practitioner or small clinic 

extended benefit plans at a low 

price.  ATs need to be sure their 

own health care needs are 

covered through plans that 

supplement OHIP.  The provider 

is Great West Life who 

themselves have championed AT 

insurance coverage. 

The information on the benefits 

available and discounts from FH 

Match, Chase Paymentech and 

the GWL EHB are available to 

you to explore from the partners 

area on the OATA website. 

Additional extended health 

benefits coverage opportunities 

are also being explored by the 

OATA with Sun Life insurance. 

 Check out the Sun Life mobile 

app.  It includes athletic therapy, 

although not blanket coverage 

yet. 

The OATA completed a detailed 

questionnaire about AT practice 

in Ontario for Sun Life as they 

wanted more information on 

ethics, regulation, professional 

standards, conduct and 

disciplinary procedures.  The Sun 

Life approach was directly 

related to the CKO registration 

of ATs. 

The Association continues to 

work with Ontario health policy 

analysts and program developers 

to address the lack of data on AT 

efficacy, competency and 

benchmarking against other 

rehab professionals.  We really 

need to be participating in 

Programs of Care to measure up. 

That data is also critical to 

helping OATA make the case for 

AT coverage with major 

employers, unions and insurers. 

2018 will see the OATA launch a 

three-part symposia series 

focused on new orthopaedic 

surgery techniques, new injury 

and rehab protocols related to 

the hip, knee and ankle.  The HIP 

SUMMIT will dominate the 

professional development focus 

at the April 14, 2018 OATA 

conference. This will advance AT 

practice skills and knowledge 

while we remain committed to 

the concussion area and our 

frontline point of injury care.  A 

series of 12 posters has been 

developed and members and 

clinics have been asked to review 

then and let us know who would 

be willing to purchase the 

posters as part of ongoing 

marketing efforts. 

Your Association is doing all it 

can as a volunteer-based 

organization to meet your 

professional needs, identify and 

pursue benefits that will grow 

your practices, all while raising 

awareness of where and how 

ATs are delivering quality rehab 

services. 

Wishing you and yours a safe, 
healthy and prosperous holiday 

season and New Year. 
 

Drew Laskoski 
 R.Kin. Athletic Therapist, CAT (C) 

 

"2018 launches an OATA series of symposia 
on hip, knee and ankle rehab techniques"
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Out of the night that covers me, 
Black as the Pit from pole to pole, 

I thank whatever gods may be 
For my unconquerable soul. 

 
In the fell clutch of circumstance 
I have not winced nor cried aloud. 
Under the bludgeonings of chance 
My head is bloody, but unbowed. 

 
Beyond this place of wrath and tears 
Looms but the Horror of the shade, 
And yet the menace of the years 

Finds, and shall find, me unafraid. 
 

It matters not how strait the gate, 
How charged with punishments the scroll. 

 
I am the master of my fate: 
I am the captain of my soul. 

 
Invictus, by William Ernest Henley 

 

“These Games have 
shone a spotlight on 
the ‘unconquerable’ 
character of 
servicemen and 
women, their 
families and the 
‘invictus’ spirit.” 

Prince Harry  

R E A C H
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Invictus Games Report 

        had the privilege of being            

        the Medical Manager for  the 

2017 Invictus Games. As a 

member of the Host Organizing 

Committee, I had the opportunity 

to be touched and inspired by 

members of Team Canada who 

often came by the office to tell 

their stories. Being involved in 

Invictus has been life-changing.  

The OATA e-blasts to help me 

recruit ATs was helpful. I wanted 

to involve my Athletic Therapy 

colleagues for two reasons. 

I

One, I believe ATs should be  more 

involved with para-sports in 

Canada, I wanted  colleagues to 

experience  how rewarding it is to  

 work with para-athletes. 

Secondly, one of the biggest  

differences between the Invictus 

Games and other multi-sport 

Games is the number of 

participants  who suffer from  

psychological injuries.  

These invisible injuries are every bit 

as debilitating as any physical injury 

and  could range from anxiety 

disorders to depression to  PTSD. 

By the time the Games started, I 

had thirteen leads in place. Three of 

these leads were Athletic  

Therapists who would lead  

the medical teams at 5 of the 13 

sports. 

Sixteen other ATs were involved 

as part of the eighty seven 

person Host Medical Team: 

12 chiropractors  

20 doctors 

5 mental health 

professionals 

2 nurses 

22 physiotherapists

7 RMTs 

2 doctors 

4 physiotherapists 

4 medical technicians 

3 mental health social 

workers, and 

1 mental health nurse  

In addition, the Canadian Armed 

Forces Medical Team included:

by Elwin Lau

Elwin Lau, R.Kin, CAT(C)

Para-Ice Hockey with Elwin Lau, Glen Burke & Jason White
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 “That kind of team work, and that 
kind of esprit de corps, can get you

through some dark moments and it can 
also inspire you on to even greater 

moments...”

There was a tremendous level of 

experience at these Games with 

almost all the medical volunteers 

having international experience. 

My Athletic Therapy colleagues 

were fantastic ambassadors for 

our profession.  

I have had nothing but great 

feedback about how impressive 

their skills were, on the field, in 

the clinic and as leaders. 

Feedback from the ATs was also 

positive. I can share that most of 

us had a few tears in our eyes at 

least once during the 10 days of 

the 2017 Invictus Games.   

The Games demonstrated that 

life-altering injuries that may 

seem impossible to overcome, 

can absolutely be overcome. The 

553 competitors at the 2017 

Invictus Games have proven that 

any challenge, no matter how 

difficult, can be conquered. 

I hope at least a few of my 

colleagues will continue to seek 

opportunities in para-sport. I also 

hope that the opportunity to 

work with individuals suffering 

from psychological injuries has 

also helped us all to grow as 

therapists and as human-beings. 

I know that I have been changed 

by my time with these Games. 

Invictus Games Ambassador, Mike Meyers, 
said it best --

Golf with Lisa Murray, Jackie Vandertuin, Kristin Hogden & Jason White

2018 Invictus 
Games to be held 

in Sydney, 
Australia 

 October 20-27. 

R E A C H
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Winter Olympics 2018

            he OATA  would like to salute its members                

            preparing to go to the Winter Olympics, 

PyeongChang, South Korea in February 2018, like the 

athletes that will be representing their nations, our 

Athletic Therapists will be there making us proud 

while showcasing their skills and expertise. 

Jason White’s education consists of a Bachelor of 

Applied Health Science Degree in Athletic Therapy 

from Sheridan College, a Diploma in Massage Therapy 

from Ontario College of Health Technology and a 

Certificate of Contemporary Medical Acupuncture 

from McMaster University.  He is certified through the 

Canadian Athletic Therapists Association, and a 

registered R.Kin. AT with the College of Kinesiology of 

Ontario. Jason is a valued member of the Ontario 

Athletic Therapist Association and the Canadian Sport 

Massage Therapists Association.  He is also registered 

as an RMT with the College of Massage Therapist of 

Ontario. 

Jason White also serves the advancement of the 

Athletic Therapy profession and its standards of 

practice through his role as Chair of the Canadian 

Board of Certified Athletic Therapists and the 

National Examination and Model Coordinator.  

SALUTE TO JASON WHITE, OFF TO PYEONGCHANG 

Jason White & Major Games: Invictus 2017, Summer Games 2017, Pan Am 2015, and FISU Winter Games 2017

Lead Medical Practitioner, INVICTUS Games, 

Toronto, 2017

Sponsored Medical Team Members, Canada 

Summer Games, Winnipeg, 2017

NSO Rugby, Youth Commonwealth Games, 

Bahamas, 2017

Chief Therapist for the Canadian Delegation, FISU 

Winter Games, Almaty, Kazakhstan, 2017 

In addition to all these commitments, Jason is also on 

the Canadian Sports Massage Therapists Association as 

a member of the Certification Committee, as the Vice- 

President and Education Chair of the Ontario Chapter 

and as one of the Editorial Board Members for Massage 

Therapy Canada Magazine. 

In 2017, Jason White was nominated for the Premier’s 

Nominee Award which recognizes the outstanding 

social and economic contributions of Ontario’s college 

graduates. The OATA sees Jason White as a “gold 

medal” contender for our profession. 

Jason White will be in PyeongChang as a member of the 

Core Health and Science Team. Jason is no stranger to 

Major Games as he has served these elite athletes as: 

12
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W                   hile most Canadians feel  

                   hockey is the national 

sport, Canada is where the first 

game of baseball was played in 

North America and we are lovers 

of football, at least when it gets 

to the final game – the Grey Cup. 

Word is Canadians also invented 

basketball and we introduced 

our form of British “rugby” to the 

Americans as football and the 

rest is sport history, claimed by 

Americans as their own athletic 

pastimes. 

The story of the Grey Cup is an 

interesting one. 

Grey Cup - CFL

Do you know who the Cup is 

named after?  Yes, you’re correct if 

you said Governor General Earl 

Grey.   

Do you know what company made 

the Grey Cup?  Yes, you’re correct 

if you said the cherished Birks 

Jeweller. 

Birks made the Grey Cup for Lord 

Grey who gifted it in 1909 for the 

Canadian football championship. 

The Grey Cup term is now used to 

describe the annual championship 

game and the coveted trophy.   

Since 1921, the Grey Cup has 

been an east-west football 

championship battle in Canada. In 

that year, the Edmonton Eskimos 

game east to play the Toronto 

Argonauts. 

The Grey Cup trophy has had an 

interesting history surviving, fire, 

theft and damage.  It was also 

sent to the Canadian Armed 

Forces base in Kandahar, 

Afghanistan in 2008 as a morale 

booster as part of a Canada Day

celebration. 

Traveled and storied, the Grey 

Cup will again be the focus of 

Canadian pride and tradition this 

November for the 105th game on 

Ottawa. 

On June 4, 1838, a year before Abner Doubleday was credited with inventing baseball in Cooperstown, 

N.Y., two teams from Oxford and Zorra townships did battle in Beachville, Ontario in what’s now 

recognized as the first documented baseball game in North American history. It was Dr. Adam Ford, a 

former resident of St. Mary’s, Ont., now home to the Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame, who later recounted 

details of this first game in a letter published in the May 5, 1886 issue of Sporting Life magazine. 

Join in the fun with a quiz, 
crossword puzzle and trivia 

contest in the following 
pages of REACH.   

Yes, there are prizes!! 

December 1909 - University of  Toronto, Varsity Blues  
First Grey Cup winners



Grey Cup - CFL 
Contest 

Trivia

1. How many teams in the Canadian 
Football League (CFL)? 

2. How long is the CFL Season? 

3. What CFL team has made it to 
the Grey Cup the most often? 

4. Founded in 1876 and nine- 
time Grey Cup winners, this CFL 
team calls what Canadian city home? 

5. Where will 2017 Grey Cup game 
be held? 

6. Who is the CFL Quarterback with 
most Grey Cup wins? 

Crossword

Across 

10. Game advances by? 
18. Kind of General was Grey Cup namesake? 
29. Team most Grey Cups wins? 
55. Far Hamilton CFL Team? 
61. Eskimos are what to CFL? 
91. Where was the 1st Grey Cup game played? 

Down 

1. 105th game for? 
4. What month is Grey Cup Game Played? 
14. All commentator quote what about players? 
22. A fan Ottawa team colour? 
57. Referee makes most? 
66. Let’s "___" ball 
68. QB looks for someone to go? 
115. What team played for the Grey Cup (1942-44)? (Backward) 
120. Coach, Team & Fans want most field? (Backward) 

Let's have some fun. 

14

8. When was the first Grey Cup game 
to go into overtime? 

9. What is the most common football 
player injury? 

10. Name the CFL Commissioner that 
implemented concussion protocols. 

7. What CFL team had FIVE 
consecutive Grey Cup wins during 
the 20th century? 



Score  -  Timeout  -  Kick  -  Defence   -   Yardline  -  Greycup   -  

 Football  -  Touchdown   -  Penalty  -  Fumble  -  Field  -  Trophy   -  

Goal  -     Concussion  -  Woe  -  Quarterback  -  Hit  -  Plays 

Scramble

Find the Words   |     Vertical, Horizontal or Diagonal   
 |     Circle all 18 (check example)

Example

OATA Members 
Play "Ball"

CLICK HERE! 

Open to OATA 
Members Only

Top Prize

Second Prize

Third Prize

Successful completion of the 3 
contest:  Trivia,  Crossword and 
Scramble of FIRST entrant  gets: 

TWO branded Hoodies from 
Sport Check (one for each Team 
making it into the Grey Cup) 
ONE Pizza-Pizza Party Pack 
Gift Card

Successful completion of 2 of the 3 
contests: Trivia, and/or Crossword, 
and /or Scramble of FIRST entrant 
gets: 

TWO branded Caps from Sport 
Check (one for each Team 
making it into  the Grey Cup) 
ONE Pizza-Pizza Party Pack Gift 
Card 

FIRST in with successful 
completion of just ONE of the 
Grey Cup contest: Trivia, 
Crossword or Scramble gets:  

ONE Pizza- Pizza Party Pack 
Gift Card 

Value of the Prizes: 
Branded Hoodies = $60-$100 each 

Branded Caps = $30 each 
Party Pack Gift Card = $25

GREY CUP COUNT DOWN! 

R E A C H
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Check e-blast or OATA
Website for Instructions!

To Participate

https://ontarioathletictherapists.wildapricot.org/page-1852056
https://ontarioathletictherapists.wildapricot.org/page-1852056
https://ontarioathletictherapists.wildapricot.org/page-1852056


Craig Donovan & 
Drew Laskoski 

David Quenneville 
FH Match 

Taking Care of 
Business Online 

Linda Kontosic 
Chase Paymentech

Mobile Payment 
Apps

Taking Care o
Work

16

Craig Donovan 
Great-West Life 
Extended Health 
Benefits for Solo 
Practitioners & 

Clinic Users  

Jonathan Greenbaum & Anthony Vercillo 
BDO Canada 

Incorporation & Tax Issues for Health 
Care Practitioners 

Wendy Carew 
North East LHIN 
Falls Prevention 

Program

Richard Morrison 
Work Safety & 

Insurance Board 
Programs of Care

Nancy Coldham 
The CG Group 

Branding your AT 
practice

Defining and owning the health care niche of serving 
Ontarians engaged in the athletic pursuit of daily living 

"Health in Motion"

Top-Notch Speakers



Christina Fogg &  
Alexandra Barton 
District 3 Leaders

R E A C H
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Megan Stewart 
District 2 Leader

Lauren Orser, District 4 
Leader, also attended 
and participated in the 
workshop sessions

Great turn out of OATA members for the full day of 

exploring AT business opportunities to advance 

practice skills and billings. 

Attendees learned about: 

Incorporation 

HST 

Tax Advantages 

Online Business 

SEO and Digital Communications 

Branding and Marketing 

Promoting AT Services to teachers (EHB) 

WSIB programs of care open to RKin. ATs 

LHIN and AT for seniors funded programs 

Health Benefit plans for sole practitioners and clinics 

"Good workshop with a lot of 
information & discussions. Would like to 
learn more on business strategy & how to 

get access into different groups & 
markets that are available to ATs." 

                                                             
"Thanks to OATA for their commitment 

to education" 
 

"I think it was a good seminar... I really 
enjoyed hearing about some of those 

topics for the first time" 

Due to response to this workshop, additional AT 
business-focused programs will be run in 2018.

of AT Business 
kshop

Anonymous Comments from 

Workshop Participants.  



HIP Summit coming in April
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Gus 
Kandilas

Mike 
Recine

Darryl 
Yardley

Joe 
Rotella

James 
Gardiner

Andrew 
Robb

The Hip: Non-Surgical and Surgical Options and Outcomes 

Mr. Mike Recine |

Mr. Darryl Yardley |

 
Mr. Joe Rotella |

 
Mr. James Gardiner |

 
Dr. Andrew Robb |

Gus Kandilas |

The Labrum: Anatomy, Causative Factors for Injury 

and Prehabilitation Exercises to reduce the risks. 

Evidence for Rehabilitation of Femoroacetabular 

Impingement (FAI) Surgery: A Guide to Postsurgical 

Rehabilitation and Supporting Evidence 

The Hip and Pelvis: Restrictions of the Hip, Lumbar 

Spine and Pelvic region with an emphasis on 

Viscera, Joint and Soft Tissue.  

A Global Approach to Assessment of the Active Hip 

Hip Function & Throwing Biomechanics 

Facilitator 

Date 

Saturday, April 14th, 2018.  

Topic 

One Day Summit on The Hip. From 

Surgical Options to Rehabilitation 

Venue 

The Hip Summit and OATA 

Conference will be held at the 

exceptional Kingbridge Centre 

located in King City, York Region 

ensuring the highest level of 

technical support and 

speaker/presenter technology.  

Dr. Olufemi Ayeni 

Olufemi R. Ayeni MD is an Assistant Professor of Orthopaedic Surgery at

McMaster University.  Dr. Ayeni completed his Orthopaedic Surgery residency 

training at McMaster University.  Following this, he completed 2 years of 

additional Sports Medicine Fellowship Training, at the University of 

Ottawa/Carleton Sports Medicine Clinic and then at the Hospital for Special 

Surgery/Weill Cornell Medical Center, New York.  

Also, in New York, he received dedicated training in Hip Arthroscopy under the 

direction of Bryan T. Kelly MD.  In his first year of practice, Dr. Ayeni spent a 

month in Europe as a Visiting Fellow in Hip Preservation and Hip Arthroscopic 

Surgery at the Schulthess Clinic in Zurich,  and at Orthopadische Chirurgie 

Munchen in Germany. 

Presenting Sponsor



Athletic Therapy for 
the "Winner" in You

June is AT Month

A T  M O N T H  T H E M E

G I V E  U S
Y O U R  I D E A !

J U N E  2 0 1 8

Athletic Therapy for 
the Joy of Active Life

June is AT Month

Athletic Therapy Peak
Performance Enable 

June is AT Month

Athletic Therapy Great 
Pain Management

June is AT Month

Let's get organized to 
celebrate AT Month 

2018. 

We Need You! 

Pick one of the 4 
options or send us 

your option 5
Option 1                           Option 2

Option 3                           Option 4                                   Option 5

To Participate Click Here Now! 
19R E A C H
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https://ontarioathletictherapists.wildapricot.org/page-1852054
https://ontarioathletictherapists.wildapricot.org/page-1852054
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Certified and then CKO- 

registered Athletic Therapists 

have become new participant 

in CKO elections as 

Professional Member positions 

have come up by Districts. 

The OATA has encouraged 

District Members qualified to 

vote to do so to ensure full 

engagement as CKO 

registrants. We educate 

Members as to the role and 

mandate of the Council 

Members to avoid perceptions 

of conflict of interest or 

miscommunicate a sense of AT 

loyalty in these roles. 

Any member of Council sits in 

the “public interest”, while 

being a voice for the 

profession.  It’s a sensitive role, 

but in this article, reprinted 

with permission, a leading 

RHPA law firm helps clarify the 

challenges and the mandate of 

profession--elected Council 

members. 

The OATA is pleased that many 

ATs have come forward to sit 

on the CKO Council and 

encourage each of them to 

participate fully by attending

meetings, joining working 

committees and being 

accountable professionals in 

these new roles. 

       t is a motherhood statement that regulators                

       protect the public interest. A typical mandate for a 

professional regulator is that it regulates the quality 

and ethical aspects of the practice of the profession 

so that the public interest is served and protected. 

The difficulty is in applying that general concept to 

the everyday decisions of the organization. 

There are many reasons why there is often a lack of 

consensus in applying this general mandate 

statement to specific situations, including the 

following: 

Will the Real Public Interest 
Please Stand Up? 

Excerpt of article reprinted from 'Grey Areas' 

Newsletter with permission. 

CKO Professi
Members Serve

with Profess

by Steinecke Maciura LeBlanc

The public interest mandate statement of 

regulators is often, as described above, set out in 
very broad terms. 

Some of the confusion is caused by the election 
process for members of governing Councils or 

Boards of regulators. The election process may, 

incorrectly, suggest the Parliamentary model 

where representatives are elected to act on 

behalf of their “constituents”. 

The “public interest” is a subjective concept. 
There is no absolutely right response in any 

situation (although there may be some “wrong” 

reactions).  

I



Rather than trying to identify the public 

interest for individual issues, leaders of a 

regulator might better expend their 

energy in fostering a public interest 

culture in their organization. Such a 

culture can pervade the organization in a 

way that advances the public interest for 

years to come. 

Leaders can foster a public interest culture 

in their organization in the following ways: 

Model the “public interest” 
everywhere. Policy documents 

should explain how each option will 

advance the public interest. 

Educate the profession constantly as 
to the regulator’s role. The regulator 

should ensure that there is an ethics 

and jurisprudence component to all 

professional training and continuing 

education programs. 

Attempt to regain control over the 
election process. While it may be too 

late for some professions, the 

election process should be consistent 

with the public interest mandate of 

the organization. Expressly set out 

the regulator’s mandate and role in 

election notices. 

Obtain external input regularly. In 

that way, the regulator can obtain 

fresh perspectives about its role and 

the impact of its activities.  

The public interest is a process, a product 

of educational experiences, a systemic 

issue, in short a matter of corporate 

culture, rather than simply confronting a 

misguided individual.

Perspective is everything. In the 

same situation a client can be 

significantly harmed, the practitioner 

may have responded to competing 

pressures and the media may be 

looking for a “hook” for a story. 

Human nature has an infinite 

capacity to delude oneself.  

Structural considerations. The 

structure of an organization can have 

a significant impact on its culture. 

Ensuring that there are an adequate 

number of public appointees can 

assist a self-governing profession to 

consider perspectives other than that 

of the profession itself. 

Orientation processes. Council, 

Board and staff members should 

receive intense and formal 

orientation as to their mandate. That 

orientation should include an explicit 

discussion of the public interest. 
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Report on the Rowan’s Law 
Advisory Committee
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              s most OATA members will know, the Association  

              established a leadership role in the post-coroner’s 

inquiry period, into the death of 17-year old rugby 

player Rowan Stringer, working with MPP Lisa MacLeod 

and others to support the Rowan’s Law Advisory 

Committee Act.   

The collective goal was to review and develop policy 

positions as well as an action plan related to the 

Coroner’s recommendations to prevent head injuries of 

this nature and to promote proper concussion treatment 

and management in Ontario. 

OATA board members Frances Flint and Drew Lasksoki 

were members of the initial Rowan’s Law Advisory 

group.   

Like many of the original health professions involved in 

supporting  passage of the Private Member’s Bill  (June 

7, 2016) that was co-sponsored by Conservative MPP 

Lisa MacLeod (Nepean), Liberal MPP John Fraser 

(Ottawa-South) and NDP MPP Catherine Fife 

(Kitchener-Waterloo), ATs were not part of the formal 

Rowan’s Law Advisory Committee formed following the 

legislation’s passage. 

Yes, many were disappointed not to have a role in the 

next phase of acting on Rowan’s law. 

The positive news is the Report established five themes 

-- Surveillance, Prevention, Detection, Management 

and Awareness -- within which it bundled 21 action 

items and advanced 49 recommendations. 

The OATA has written to the Minister of Tourism, 

Culture & Sport Eleanor McMahon providing 

comments related to the Report and will continue to 

express AT experience and knowledge related to 

concussion management and treatment through our 

role on the Ontario Neurotrauma Foundation’s 

working group on mild traumatic brain injury. 

“Would knowledge of concussions have prevented her death? I think there’s a good 
chance it would have, if she had been more clued in... In fact, she did try to clue herself 

in. One of her texts indicated she had Googled ‘concussion.’ But she didn’t read enough, 
or it didn’t sink in enough, to prevent her from playing in that final game that took her 
life.” stated Dr. Charles Tator, a neurosurgeon at the Krembil Neuroscience Centre of 

Toronto Western Hospital. 

A

On May 12, 2013 — Mother’s Day — after suffering 
two concussions within a week, Rowan Stringer died 
-- while playing the game she loved. She was 17.

  The Report was issued in September 2017



Antonela Figueroa 

Shannon Gronan 

Kristen Gulas 

Nicholas Halkidis 

Melissa Hedley 

Jordy Heisz 

Josh Katz 

Jacquelyn Ledrew 

Darcy Legris 

Kristen Louwagie 

Ashley Lowndes 

Jamal Lynch 

Eric Maksymjuk 

Rayhan Malik 

Jordan Masterson 

Phoebe Mathews 

Dillan Mendonca

Jonathan Miller 

Cassandra Mol 

Anna Morgan 

Hayley Parsons 

Ryan Raftis 

Olivia Rodríguez 

 

Cassandra Arnel 

Saeed Asad 

Shawn Barbisan 

C. Blake Barry 

Meredith Bawks 

Joan Beaty 

Vanessa Bérubé 

John Bianchi 

Maria Bianchi 

Sarah Bohunicky 

Sabrina Brathwaite 

Cassandra Brown 

John Carnevale 

Annemarie Carnovale 

Taffita Chadsey 

Andy Choi 

Danielle Cletus 

Marie Claire Costaguta 

Kelsi Debevec 

Cathleen Dewhirst 

Matthew Di Nardo 

Brittney Enright-Blount 

Perry Fan 

 

Carly Romkema 

Kengo Saeki 

Melissa Santos 

Ryan Schick 

Toni Sgro 

Paige Shannon 

Sarah Smith 

Laura Snoek 

Craig Speers 

Taylor Spyk 

Marc-Henri St-François 

Thaddeus Taylor 

Claire Toffelmire 

Leah Toffelmire 

Christopher Torresano 

Ana Vera 

Samantha Wells 

Catharina Wilhelm 

Ivan Wong 

The OATA is pleased to announce the CATA Certification Graduates from the 

Summer 2017 Certification Exam. 

We are looking forward to the Autumn 2017 grad list too. 
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Group 3 
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EHB Target 
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Field | Point of 

Injury

Keeping You in 
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The OATA has a poster series under 
development for 2018.

the AT Profession 



Editor's Note
REACH is a special OATA member communication that we are hoping 
becomes a vehicle for many of you to contribute to and earn a by-line. 

If you are interested in joining a REACH editorial committee or just 
contributing story ideas or articles when you can, please let us know at 
oatamembership@gmail.com or reach out to your District Leaders and tell 
them. 

You may have a best practice to share. 
You may be going or returning from a major game and have injury insights 
for peer-to-peer education. 
You may have been to a course and learned something you wish someone
had told you about or shown you how to address years ago. 

We are planning to reinstitute the AT Profile and want you all to think of an 
AT you admire or someone worthy of a salute. 

Communication to and among busy health care professionals is never easy, 
but making time to scan or read a few items keeps you up to date with 
what’s happening. 

Hope you can take a few moments to read through this edition of REACH. 



REACH is a quarterly publication by the  

Ontario Athletic Therapist Association. 

 

If you have a story you would like to share with the 

publication, contact oatamembership@gmail.com.

Fall-Winter Issue 2017
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